Minutes of the meeting of the Fimber Parish Council held in the 

Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 4th December 2007
.

1)  The meeting was opened at 7.30 p.m. There were no residents present 

      to put questions to the committee.

2) PRESENT: P. Leese (Chair), I. Smith (Vice-Chair), M. Walker, 

M. Patterson,  J. Megginson,  E. Lovatt (Clerk).

3) APOLOGIES: R. Lambert, G. Thompson.

The Chairman expressed condolences on behalf of the Council to the Rev. Marie Teare and her husband Roger on the sudden and tragic death of their daughter Vanessa last weekend. The Clerk was asked to send a card and the heartfelt sympathies of all at the meeting on behalf of Fimber Parish.

***********

There were no residents in attendance to put any questions to the Council.

4)  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:

The Minutes of the last meeting, held on 5th September 2007 had been previously circulated and read. 

It was pointed out that the present meeting had been brought forward to a day earlier than agreed in Minute 11, at the request of the Chairman.

5)  MATTERS ARISING: 

  a] From the pre-meeting discussion: The question of a change of the day and/or time of Council meetings was revived from Item 1]. The reasons for and against this idea were rehearsed once more – namely that some residents worked away from the village during the week, but also that others had difficulty in attending during any evening, also for work or family reasons or because of other social commitments. Doubts were again expressed about the likelihood of anybody coming to meetings on a weekend day, anyway, as it is generally seen as leisure-time. In the end, I. Smith suggested that the next meeting, which will be the AGM, could take place on a Saturday morning. He then proposed this formally, and it was seconded by M. Walker – to be tried as a one-off move to see if it would attract any more residents’ interest. This was agreed, and the meeting will be at 10.00 on a Saturday in March or April yet to be fixed. It was also agreed that the clerk should issue an agenda earlier before the meetings and post it up so that Council members could scrutinise it, and village residents prepare any Questions for the Council well in advance.

   b] Audit Commission: A letter dated 8th November has been received which refers to a letter of 3rd September sent by the Commission asking for some additional information being requested for the last Audit return. Clerk to clarify what additional information is required by the Audit Commission.
        c] Neighbourhood Watch: There were no new items to note here. 

2 members attended the last Police Liaison Meeting, and it has been reported locally that “phone-scams” are still going on. The next Parish Council N. W. meeting will be in February, and will mainly deal with traffic problems. 

   d] Highway and traffic matters: There is still a lot of concern over traffic speeding in the village despite the newly-installed 40 m.p.h. warning-zone. It had been suggested we seek a re-run of the previously carried-out 2-point location / one-week long speed-check, but we have yet not had a positive response from the police to this idea. This is to be followed up by the Chairman, through the E.R.Y.C. contact Phil Hiscott. Two “randomly-set” speed-checks have been carried-out by the Police using speed-guns, but no results of these have been made available. 

   e] Village Hall Committee. No report was offered. Mary Walker reported that she had collected £136.78 for the annual Remembrance Day poppy-appeal around the village.  The meeting congratulated Mary on her fine effort in raising this amount.
   f] Roads and Footpaths: During periods of heavy rain, there is still floodwater running down these surfaces, and coming back up over the gullies which appear to get blocked easily. The Chairman has spoken about this problem with Dave England of the E,R.Y.C. in the last 3 weeks, and gave him a list of outstanding jobs. This was presented in fine detail as to the exact locations of the items of apparatus, by use of grid-references on O/S maps. Mr. England was due back from holiday on the Monday following the meeting, and the Chairman will contact him again.

   g] Website Matters: A discussion took place regarding the content and comprehensiveness of the Site. The clerk drew the Council’s attention to the copies of the Wetwang Parish magazine and other pamphlets that are seen by Fimber residents each month. These were commended by the Council for their coverage of topics and their detail, but it was felt that Fimber’s needs are on a much smaller scale. I. Smith re-iterated the need to find a news editor to input items of local interest to the village website. 

6  Planning: A second application for demolition and extension at Gameslack Farm has been received. No reply has yet been received from the E.R.Y.C. Planning Department about the first such application at the Farm, nor about the one at the Austins’ farm.

7)  Low-Flying aircraft: (see pre-meeting discussion). Although no complaints about this have been made to the Parish Council, the clerk has made a personal enquiry after multiple, very noisy sorties came over this area in the last week. He reports that he spoke with an RAF Officer at Main Building, Whitehall, London who has the title “Aircraft Noise Complaints Officer”, and who will send a copy of the official RAF Policy Booklet on the issue.

8)    Any other business:  a) The Wetwang Post Office facility is on the recently-announced list of proposed closures by the national company.  This village, and its Parish Council, are mounting a campaign on the lines of the national effort, and are seeking the help of local users within the whole area to combat this. Copies of a questionnaire, and petition forms, are being distributed in advance of a public meeting being called in Wetwang Village Hall next Wednesday. All local residents are being encouraged to attend and make their voice heard. The Fimber Parish Council expressed their solidarity with Wetwang P.C. over the matter, voted to support all efforts being made to avoid closure, and will encourage Fimber residents to liaise with the Chair of the Wetwang P.C., Maggie Hudson, with any ideas. 

b) The Friends Committee supporting the staff and patients of the  

    Alfred Bean Hospital in Driffield in their campaign against the     

    P.C.T.’s  proposal to close this important and valuable facility in the   

    town, report that the Trust has now put off a decision until late next 

    Spring. The clerk is in contact with the Chair of the PCT about a 

    possible village/area meeting where she can explain the Trust’s plans.

      c) The Chairman reported that the village red telephone box has been converted to “use by credit card only” via an 0845 number. The Council has no record of any prior consultation. The Chairman will endeavour to speak to someone at British Telecom about the implications; the clerk is to check back through records of correspondence received, and the relevant Minutes to try to shed some light on the matter. 
9) Date of the next meeting: This was not set, but it was agreed it would 

    be on a Saturday morning in February or March, provided the Hall was 

    already not booked.

       The meeting was closed at 8.55.
